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August Is the 
Month of the 
Immaculate 
Heart of Mary 

Since the 16th 
century, Catholic 
piety has assigned 
entire months to 
special devotions. 
In the Church’s 
liturgical calendar, 
the month of 
August is 
dedicated to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.  The physical heart of Mary 
is venerated (and not adored as the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus is) because it is united to her person and is the 
seat of her love (especially for her divine Son), virtue, 
and inner life. Such devotion is an incentive to a similar 
love and virtue. 

In 1948, Pope Pius XII made a solemn Act of 
Consecration of the Church and the whole world to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary.   In 1964 at the close 
of the third session of the Vatican Council, Pope Paul 
VI renewed publicly the consecration of the Church 
and the world to Mary's Immaculate Heart. He said 
that his thoughts turned to the whole world "which our 
venerated predecessor Pius XII . . . not without 
inspiration from on high, solemnly consecrated to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. . . . O Virgin Mary, Mother           

 

 

of the Council, to you we recommend the entire 
Church." 

Three years later, Pope Paul VI called on all Catholics 
“to renew personally their consecration to the 
Immaculate Heart of the Mother of the Church and to 
bring alive this most noble act of veneration through a 
life ever more in accord with the divine will and in a 
spirit of filial service and of devout imitation of their 
heavenly Queen." 

 

Making a Personal Consecration:  Before making a 
consecration, it is most desirable to make a careful 
preparation extending over some period of time. The 
most essential thing is not making an act of 
consecration, with or without some solemnity, though 
that is important. The essential thing is to live that 
consecration.  Living a consecration could be described 
as following three attitudes or spirits: 

▪ Union — Imitation of Jesus and Mary, so as to 
become like them, and trying to develop as 
constant as possible a realization of His and her 
presence. 

▪ Dependence — Give to Jesus and Mary the 
right to dispose of everything we have, 
temporal and spiritual. 

▪ Obedience — Jesus and Mary have the right to 
ask us to do anything at all, even without 
reward. In consecration, we recognize that 
right, give it on a basis of love, and plan to carry 
it out with fullest generosity. 

Let us remember this devotion to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary year-round, but particularly through the 
month of August. 

 

Excerpted from The Prayer Book by Reverend John P. 
O'Connell, M.A., S.T.D. and Jex Martin, M.A., and 
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overvie
ws/months/08_1.cfm   
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O Mary, conceived without sin. Pray for us who 
have recourse to you. 
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The Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin 
Mary –  15 August                    

The Assumption is the 
oldest feast day of Our 
Lady, but we don't know 
how it first came to be 
celebrated.  As early 
Christians began to 
memorialize events in 
the life of Jesus, they 
recognized the "Tomb of 
Mary," and the "Place of 
Dormition," the spot of 
Mary's "falling asleep."  
 
“Those who were on their way home saw from the 
distance a strange radiance over Mary’s tomb. It was 
as if a shaft of light descended from Heaven towards 
the tomb, and in this shaft was a lovely form like the 
soul of the Blessed Virgin, accompanied by the form 
of Our Lord.  Then the body of Our Lady, united to 
the shining soul, rose shining out of the grave and 
soared to Heaven with the figure of Our Lord.” 
Words of German mystic Anne Catherine Emmerich 
in describing the Assumption. 
 

At the Council of Chalcedon in 451, when bishops 
from throughout the Mediterranean world gathered in 
Constantinople, Emperor Marcian asked the Patriarch 
of Jerusalem to bring the relics of Mary to 
Constantinople to be enshrined in the capitol. The 
patriarch explained to the emperor that there were no 
relics of Mary in Jerusalem, that "Mary had died in the 
presence of the apostles; but her tomb, when opened 
later . . . was found empty and so the apostles 
concluded that the body was taken up into heaven." 
 

In the eighth century, St. John Damascene expressed 
the belief of the Church on the meaning of the feast: 
"Although the body was duly buried, it did not remain 
in the state of death, neither was it dissolved by decay. 
. . . You were transferred to your heavenly home, O 
Lady, Queen and Mother of God in truth."  
 

On 1 November 1950, Pope Pius XII defined the 
dogma of the Assumption. Thus, he solemnly 
proclaimed that the belief whereby the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, at the close of her earthly life, was taken up, body 
and soul, into the glory of heaven, definitively forms 
part of the deposit of faith, received from the Apostles. 
To avoid all that is uncertain, the Pope did not state 

either the manner or the circumstances of time and 
place in which the Assumption took place — only the 
fact of the Assumption of Mary, body and soul, into 
the glory of heaven, is the matter of the definition. 

 

 

 
 

Please pray for the Pope’s intentions for the 
month of August: 

 
We pray for small and medium sized 

businesses; in the midst of economic and 
social crisis, may they find ways to continue 

operating, and serving their communities 

 
 

Our Fourth Friday Adoration & 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for 

August will be Friday, 26 August at  
7:00 p.m. in the Adoration Chapel. 

Please join us!  
 

After this experience I would like to 
encourage you to sign up for an hour-a-
week. To do that please contact Bryan 

Gebhart – (614) 226-9617  
 

Key Feast Days for August: 
 

15 August – Assumption of the Virgin Mary   
22 August – Queenship of Mary  
24 August – St. Bartholomew, Apostle 
29 August – Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist 

 


